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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for handling microparticles (22V -where 
the microparticl e s (22) ar e us e d as th e solid phas e to that bind the-a_desired component from the 
a_sample, such as various biomol e cul e s, Nucl e ic Acid, protein, p e ptid e , c e ll organell e s, bact e ria, 
cells or viruses, charact e ris e d in, that comprising: 

(a) f[-~n at least two treatment steps of the microparticles (22) , wherein the at least 
two treatment steps of — magn e tic — particl e s, — sueh — as — f e rromagn e tic, — paramagn e tic — of 
sup e rparamagn e tic particl e s are performed in th e sam ea vessel (26) without moving the 
micro particles to another vessel, and wherein the microparticles (22) are magnetic particles 
selected from the group consisting of: ferromagnetic particles, paramagnetic particles, and 
superparamagnetic particles; and 

(b) [[-]] whieh- the at least two treatment steps are- comprise at least one change of 
solutions (23) and at least one mixings 

wherein the desired component is a biomolecule selected from the group 
consisting of: a nucleic acid, a protein, a peptide, a cell organelle, a bacterium, a cell, and a 
virus , 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod according to claim 1, 
charact e ris e d in, that wherein: 

(a) the [H lmicroparticles (22) , such as magn e tic particl e s are treated by a 
magnetic tool (10) equipped with an elastomer shield (2 1) T ; 

(b) [[ -)1 in the vessel (26) a the microparticles (22) are collected and bound on the 
elastomer shield (21) of the magnetic tool (10) during the change of solutions (23)? : and 
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(c)[Hl the microparticles (22) are mixed in the vessel (26) by moans of a tool, 
such as the magnetic tool (10), se4ha twherein the elastomer protectiv e m e mbran e shield (21) of 
the magnetic tool (10) is moved in the-a_solution (23). 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod according to claim 1, 
charact e ris e d in, that wherein: 

(a) [f-~|1 during the change of solutions (23) a the microparticles (22) are bound to 
the inner surface of the vessel (26) by m e ans of an external magnet (1 3); T 

(b) [[-]] the microparticles (22) are homogenised homogenized from the inner 
surface of the vessel (26) to &e-a_solution (23) by m e ans of a magnet (13) of the-a_magnetic tool 
(10) , wherein the magnetic tool is equipped with an elastomer or a non-elastomer shield (21) or 
coatings and 

(c) [[-ll the microparticles (22) are transferred out #em-of the vessel (26) to 
another vessel (26) by m e ans of the magnetic tool (10). 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of A method according to claim 1, 
charact e rised in. that wherein: 

(a) [[ -11 the microparticles (22) are bound on &e-a_surface of an elastomer or a 
non-elastomer shield (2 D a shi e ld (21) of a magnetic tool ( 1 0) e quipp e d with an e lastom e r or a 
non e lastom e r shi e ld (21) , or 

—the microparticles (22) are bound on the inner surface of a-the vessel (26) by 
m e ans of an external magnet (13) during the-ZLwhole procedure- ; and 

(b) |T-]] and-the-washing solutions (23) are changed in the same-vessel (26) or in 
separate vessels. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod according to claim 1. 
charact e ris e d in, that wherein in the vessel (26) a the solution or the solution , which that contains 
magn e tic particles or other the microparticles (22) is mixed by m e ans of a magnetic tool (10) , 
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such as magn e tic tool (10) so that in th e solution (23) wherein ihe-an elastomeric membrane or 
bellows covering the magnetic tool is being stretched and released in the solution (23) . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method o f A m e thod according to claim 1, 
charact e rised in: that wherein: 

(a) f[-]] the vessel (26) is closed while mixing the solution (23) ; and t 

(b) [[-H in the vessel (26) a the solution (23) or the solutionr J w4rieh that contains 
magnetic particles or oth e r the microparticles (22) is mixed by m e ans of a magnetic too k such as 
magn e tic tool ( 1 0) A so that in the solution wherein #*e-an elastomer membrane or bellows, 
covering the magnetic tool the-is being stretched and released in the solution (23) . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of A m e thod according to claim I, 
charact e rised in. that wherein: 

(a) [[-H in the-a^solution (23) a the microparticles (22) are bound on the inner 
surface of the vessel (26) by m e ans of an external magnet (1 3); ? 

(b) [[-H the microparticles (22) are homog e nis e d homogenized te-in the solution 
(23) so that thev ar eand mixed by m e ans of a magnetic tool by stretching and releasing elastomer 
membrane or bellows covering the magnetic tool;? 

(c) [[-]] the-washing solutions (23) are changed in the same-vessel (26) or in 
separate vessels (26) : and v 

(d) [[-H the microparticles (22) are transferred out frem-of the vessel (26) to 
another vessel by m e ans of the magnetic tool (10). 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of A method according to claim 1, 
charact e ris e d in. that wherein: 

(a)ff-ll in the-a_solution (23) the microparticles (22) are collected on the inner 
surface of the vessel (26) by m e ans of an external magnet (13) having a ferromagnetic sleeve 
(l2)iand T 
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(b)[H1 the microparticles (22) are bound on the inner surface of the vessel (26) 
during the change of solutions (23). 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of A method according to claim 1 , 
charact e ris e d in, that wherein: 

(§}[[-]] the microparticles (22) are collected on the inner surface of the vessel (26) 
by m e ans of an external magnet (13) having a ferromagnetic sleeve (12); T 

(b) [[-]] the microparticles (22) are bound on the inner surface of the vessel (26) 
during the change of solutions (23) T ; 

(c) [f-H the vessel (26) is closed by m e ans of a protective membrane made of 
elastomeric material;? 

(d) the microparticles (22) are homog e nis e d homogenized te-in the-a solution (23) 
and - so that they ar e mixed by means of an elastomer membrane ; a magnetic tool (10) or a 
pipette ; and ? 

(e) [[-H the microparticles (22) are transferred out #em-of the vessel (26) by 
m e ans of the magnetic tool (10). 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of A method according to claim 1, 
characteris e d in. that wherein: 

(a) [[-]] the microparticles (22) are collected on a filter (77) on the bottom of the 
vessel (26X se-tha iwherein at least a part of the-a_solution (23) is removed through the filter; 7 

(b) IT -ll the solution (23) is conducted through the filter (77) and the 
microparticles (22) on the filter;? 

(c) [[-]] the microparticles (22) are collected on the-a_shield (21 ) of the-a_magnetic 
tool ( 1 0) and transferred out frem-of the vessel (26). 

11-21. (Cancelled) 
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